
Since the dawn of time, mankind has used the natural environment to shape the world 
to his needs. This process accelerated rapidly with the development of technology that flowed 
from the Industrial Revolution, powered by energy from fossil fuels. This explosion of industry 
brought with it an unprecedented level of convenience, but at the cost of exponentially 
increasing expenditure of energy and resources, which has now reached a level at which 
the same economic activity that created our civilization now threatens its existence. Global 
warming, deforestation, desertification, and the acidification and rising temperatures of the 
oceans have resulted in the destruction of ecosystems and the accelerated extinction of species, 
leaving the Earth’s environment in a perilous condition. The issue of climate change, as 
manifested in global warming, is only a part of the picture and is intricately intertwined with 
other problems like population growth, poverty, and energy shortages, which collectively are at 
a level that threatens the foundations of life itself.

This planet we call home is an extremely rare star, a complex and exquisite system 
consisting of atmosphere, water, soil, plants, animals, and microorganisms held in a delicate 
balance. We believe that the most pressing mission facing us as human beings and custodians 
of the Earth is to pass on this precious planet in a sustainable form to the next generation.

To this end, the Asahi Glass Foundation established the Blue Planet Prize in 1992, 
the year that the Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro. The Blue Planet Prize is an 
international environmental award that recognizes individuals and organizations that have 
made significant contributions towards the resolution of global environmental problems. We 
wanted to express our deep respect and gratitude to Blue Planet laureates and our wish for 
their continued success. At the same time, we hope to raise in as many of we global citizens as 
possible a profound recognition of global environmental problems and how each of us might 
become engaged in solving them, wherever we may be and whatever our stature or our field. 

The name of the award, “Blue Planet,” reflects our profound desire for the continuation 
of the Earth as a common resource for humankind far into the future. We firmly believe that 
the combined wisdom and efforts of humankind can lead to the ultimate resolution of the 
global environmental problems we face. And it is our sincere hope that the Blue Planet Prize 
will further this noble end.

August 2018
Kazuhiko Ishimura
Chairman 
The Asahi Glass Foundation

Introduction
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Blue Planet Prize 2019
Request for Candidate Nominations / Guidelines for Nomination

2019 Blue Planet Prize
Guidelines for Nomination of Candidates

(1) Target
From the view of furthering the vision of a sustainable society, the Blue Planet Prize recognizes 
outstanding individuals or organizations that have contributed significantly to building 
new ideas, scientific understanding or countermeasures and practical activities related to 
environmental conservation and restoration of the Earth’s environment.

(2) Examples of the Fields for Recognition

a. Building new ideas
Environmental philosophy, ethics, values, ideology, concepts

b. Scientific understanding
- Understanding of Nature
Observations, elucidations, assessments and predictions relating to the atmosphere, geosphere, 
hydrosphere and biosphere

- Human/Societal Relations
Observations, elucidations, assessments and predictions relating to the human/societal relations 
with nature

c. Actions and practices
- Better Technology and Social Infrastructure
Sustainable energy and resource use, sustainable land use, sustainable city building and 
biodiversity conservation

- Social System Development
The design and practice of environmental law, environmental policy, environmental economics, 
and environmental management

- Better Communication
Mutual understanding between science and society, social/international consensus-building, 
environmental education

- Implementation and Application Programs
Public policy promotion, community programs

I. Target and Fields for Recognition
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Any person or any organization that has made achievements in the above areas is eligible for the Blue 
Planet Prize. As a general rule, two awards will be presented annually. Prize recipients will be presented 
with a certificate of merit, a commemorative trophy, and a supplementary award of 50 million yen.

II. Details of the Blue Planet Prize

1) The award is open to individuals, groups of individuals, and non-profit organizations. 
2) Living citizens, if individuals, of all nations, irrespective of gender or religion, are eligible for the 

Blue Planet Prize. 
3)  As a general rule, individuals, groups, and organizations whose achievements have been attained through 

administrative duties connected with national/local governments or international organizations are not 
considered for this award. However, the contribution of the individual (or group) goes significantly 
beyond the basic task of the organization to which the individual belongs or the responsibilities of their 
position.

＊ Nominees’ personality or behavior are not suitable for candidacy will not be eligible for this award.

III. Candidacy Eligibility

Nominators are requested to note that candidates must fulfill all of the two requirements and one of the 
achievements listed below:
Requirements (1 and 2 are required)
1)The achievement corresponds to the “target and fields for recognition.” 
2) The fundamental perspective of the achievement is the harmonious co-existence of humanity with the 

Earth’s environment.
Achievements (at least one is required)
1) Contribution for establishment of a new philosophy/idea or realization of a new concept in terms of 

conserving and restoring the Earth’s environment.
2) A significant impact on society and advances in the conservation and restoration of the Earth’s 

environment.
3) The presence of pioneering, meritorious and original attributes.
4) Establishment and promotion of outstanding programs or projects.

IV. Selection Criteria

Nomination of candidates is made by completing the attached nomination form. Although this 
package may have been sent to you at your place of work, fill out the forms as an individual rather 
than as a representative of your organization. Nominators are expected to have a solid grasp of present 
international environmental concerns within their respective fields of study.
Nominators may submit up to four names. (If necessary, please make additional copies of the 
application forms in this package.) 
Self-nomination is not accepted.
Please fill out the forms completely, even when you are re-nominating a previous candidate.
Applicants who wish to use nomination documents from the previous year that are held by the 
Foundation office should instruct the office accordingly.

V. Nomination Procedure
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All nominations should be sent in by no later than October 5, 2018. We will accept all nominations 
postmarked by this date. However, to facilitate our data processing, please send the nomination forms as 
soon as possible, using the self-addressed free envelope provided.

VI. Deadline for Nominations

Winners of the 2019 Blue Planet Prize will be announced in June 2019. The Awards Ceremony and the 
commemorative lectures will be held in around late November 2019 in Tokyo.

VIII. Announcement of Prizewinners and Awards Ceremony

1)   Materials that nominators wish to have returned must be labeled accordingly.  Please ensure that you 
indicate on the nomination form which materials you would like returned. 

2)   To maintain strict confidentiality during the selection of candidates, the Foundation will not provide 
information pertaining to the screening of candidates or their progress during the selection process. 

IX. Other Information

Please send nominations to :
Mr. Junichi Shimizu, 
Director of Commendation
The Asahi Glass Foundation
2nd Floor Science Plaza
5-3, Yonbancho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0081, Japan
International Phone:  +81 3 5275 0620 Domestic Phone: (03) 5275-0620
 Fax :  +81 3 5275 0871  Fax : (03) 5275-0871
 E-mail : bpp@af-info.or.jp

VII. Nominations and Information

Awards Ceremony

Presentation of Awards Commemorative Lectures
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Winners of the 2018 Blue Planet Prize
Introduction of the Recipients

The Awards Ceremony is scheduled for October 10, 2018, in Tokyo.

P ro f.  M a l i n  Fa l ke n m a r k  ( Swe d e n )
Professor of Applied and International Hydrology Senior 
Researcher at Stockholm Resilience Center, Senior Scientific 
Advisor to the Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) 
(Born in 1925)

She has been the most renowned global hydrologist for 
many years and has placed water problems onto the global 
policy agenda. Her novel ideas, such as seeing water as the 
bloodstream of the biosphere, and her wide-ranging activities 
for making the world more sustainable, have had an enormous 
impact on today’s thinking for solving environmental 
problems. The Falkenmark index is an essential indicator for 
comparative water analyses. Her green/blue water concept is currently a standard for analysis of 
agricultural production, which comprises a significant portion of the Planet’s consumptive water 
use. Since she noticed the relationship between poverty and hunger and water problems in Africa 
in the 1960’s, she has contributed analyses of both global water scarcity and other environmental 
challenges.

P r o f.  B r i a n  Wa l ke r  ( A u s t ra l i a )
Hon. Research Fellow of the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) , Hon. Professor, 
Australian National University
(Born in 1940)

He has had a most significant influence on the development 
of the concept of resilience in social-ecological systems 
and has highlighted the need to increase it to maintain 
human society under changing circumstances. His ideas 
have exerted a significant influence as resilience has been 
introduced as a fundamental concept and developed in many 
fields, including environmental conservation, economics, 
protection, sustainable development and disaster prevention policy. Inspired by his research 
and leadership, studies on sustainability and resilience have expanded tremendously. He has 
produced significant achievements as a pioneer of resilience science and has had an enormous 
impact on society.
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Selection rationale : Pioneering research 
into the carbon cycle, which affects the 
oceans, the atmosphere, and ecosystems, 
and major contributions to worldwide cli
mate policy formation

1995

1994

1993

Dr. Bert Bolin
(Sweden) [1925-2007]
Professor Emeritus at the Univesity of 
Stockholm

Mr. Maurice F. Strong
(Canada) [1929-2015]
Chairman of the Earth Council

Laureates

1992

Dr. Syukuro Manabe
(USA)
Member of the Senior Executive Service 
of the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics 
Laboratory at the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 

International Institute for 
Environment and Development
(IIED) (Founded in the UK)

Dr. Charles D. Keeling
(USA) [1928-2005]
Professor, Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography at the University of 
California, San Diego

IUCN−The World 
Conservation Union
(Headquartered in 
Switzerland)

Prof. Dr. Eugen Seibold
(Germany) [1918-2013]
Professor Emeritus at the University of Kiel 

Mr. Lester R. Brown
(USA)
Founder and President of the Worldwatch 
Institute

(Information on past Blue Planet Prize laureates corresponds to their titles and positions at the time the Prize was awarded)

Selection rationale : Many years of research 
into atmospheric and oceanic carbon diox
ide levels and their precise measurement 
and analysis, yielding a vast body of data 
on global warming

Selection rationale : Outstanding 
research and the application of sci
entific strategies to the conservation 
of natural resources and the promo
tion of biological diversity on an 
international scale

Selection rationale : Formulation of solu
tions to global environmental prob lems 
based on scientific analysis and contribu
tions to international awareness of food 
shortages, sustainable energy resources. and 
the need for an "environmental revolution"

Selection rationale : Major contributions 
to the understanding of global environ
mental problems through research in the 
field of marine geology, including the 
analysis of ocean sediments, the study of 
the exchange of carbon dioxide between 
the oceans and the atmosphere, and pre
dictions of regional desertification

Selection rationale : Pioneering research 
for predicting climate change by numeri
cal models and quantifying the effects of 
greenhouse gases

Selection rationale : Pioneering sci
entific research and implementa
tion activities for the realization of 
sustainable development in a wide 
range of fields, including agricul
ture,  energy, and urban planning

Selection rationale : Pioneering research 
into the carbon cycle, which affects the 
oceans, the atmosphere, and ecosystems, 
and major contributions to worldwide 
climate policy formation
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Selection rationale : Protecting the 
Earth's biological diversity through 
research into ways to conserve eco
systems while improving the lives of 
local peoples

Selection rationale : Pioneering the detec
tion and measurement of trace substances 
in the atmosphere in addition to formulat
ing the Gaia Hypothesis of earth science, 
which has helped stimulate interest in the 
environment

Selection rationale : Leading the 
way toward the realization of sus
tainable agriculture and rural 
development through research into 
soil improvement and genetic engi
neering of plant species and the 
application of these findings

1996

Dr. Wallace S. Broecker
(USA)
Newberry Professor of Geology at 
Columbia University

M. S. Swaminathan 
Research Foundation
(Founded in India)

Dr. James E. Lovelock
(UK)
Honorary Visiting Fellow of Green 
College, Oxford University

Conservation International
(Headquartered in 
Washington, D. C., USA)

1997

Selection rationale : Pioneering research 
into the carbon cycle, which affects the 
oceans, the atmosphere, and ecosystems, 
and major contributions to worldwide cli
mate policy formation

Prof. Mikhail I. Budyko
(Russia) [1920-2001]
Head of the Division for Climate 
Change Research, State Hydrological 
Institute

Selection rationale : Founding the field 
of physical climatology, the quantitative 
analysis of climate change, and making 
early predictions of global warming

Mr. David R. Brower 
(USA) [1912-2000]
Chairman of the Earth Island Institute

Selection rationale : Pioneering in envi
ronmental activism, educating the general 
public about the science of environmental 
conservation and setting an important 
precedent for international environmental 
nonprofit organizations

Dr. Paul R. Ehrlich
(USA)
Director of the Center of Conservation 
Biology, Stanford University

Selection rationale : For cofounding the 
new science of conservation biology, for co
authoring the theory of coevolution and 
for promoting environmental conservation 
by warning of a population explosion

Prof. Qu Geping
(China)
Chairman of the Environmental 
Protection and Resources Conservation 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress of China

Selection rationale : For establishing the 
legal framework for environmental  protec
tion in China based on scientific research 
and for his conservation efforts throughout that vast country

1998

1999
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Lord (Robert) May of Oxford 
(Australia)
President of Royal Society of London

Selection rationale : For developing math
ematical ecology, the means to predict 
changes in animal populations that serves 
as a fundamental tool for ecological conser
vation planning

Dr. Norman Myers 
(UK)
Honorary Visiting Fellow of Green 
College, Oxford University

Selection rationale : For ongoing leader
ship in warning about new environmental 
problems, such as the mass extinction of 
species, and stating the criteria for a society 
that attaches importance to environmental 
conservation

2001

Dr. Harold A. Mooney  
(USA)
Professor, Department of Biological 
Sciences, Stanford University

Selection rationale : For pioneering work 
in the field of plant physiological ecol
ogy, for providing objective measures of 
how plant ecologies are influenced by their 
environments, and for his conservation 
efforts

Prof. J. Gustave Speth 
(USA)
Dean and Professor, School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies, Yale University

Selection rationale : For a lifetime of 
creative and visionary leadership in the 
search for sciencebased solutions to global 
environmental problems and for pioneer
ing efforts to bring these issues, including 
global climate change, to broad international attention

2002

Dr. Gene E. Likens  
(USA)(left)
President and Director, Institute 
of Ecosystem Studies

Dr. F. Herbert Bormann  
(USA) [1922-2012]
Oastler Professor of Ecosystem 
Ecology, Emeritus,  Yale University

Selection rationale: For pioneering an approach that has become 
a model for the scientific world, and for the comprehensive under
standing of ecosystems through longterm measurement of the flows 
of water and chemical substances in watersheds

Dr. Vo Quy 
(Vietnam)
Professor, Center for Natural Resources 
Management and Environmental 
Studies, Vietnam National University, 
Hanoi

Selection rationale : For investigating the 
wardamaged forests of Vietnam and for 
your dedication to its restoration and con
servation, as well as for the development of environmental laws and 
your contri butions to the conservation of wildlife

2003

Dr. Theo Colborn
(USA) [1927-2014]
Senior Scientist and Director, 
Wildlife and Contamination Program, 
World Wildlife Fund

Selection rationale : For systematic research 
revealing the risk that “environ mental hor
mones” pose to humans and wildlife and 
for warning about the threat of these syn
thetic chemicals

Dr. Karl-Henrik Robèrt
(Sweden)
Chairman of The Natural Step (NGO)

Selection rationale : For scientifically for
mulating the principles and theoretical 
framework required to establish a sus
tainable society and for enhancing the 
environmental awareness of businesses, 
municipalities and others

2000
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Dr. Susan Solomon 
(USA)
Senior Scientist, 
Aeronomy Laboratory, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration

Selection rationale: For pioneering work in 
identifying the mechanism that produces 
the Antarctic ozone hole and momentous 
contributions towards the protection of the 
ozone layer

Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland 
(Norway)
Chairman WCED (World Commission 
on Environment and Development)
Former Prime Minister of Norway
Director-General Emeritus, WHO

Selection rationale: For putting forward 
globally the innovative concept of sus
tainable development, an idea that aims to 
balance environmental conservation with economic growth

2004

Prof. Sir Nicholas Shackleton
(UK) [1937-2006]
Emeritus Professor, Department of Earth 
Sciences, University of Cambridge
Former Head of Godwin Laboratory for 
Quaternary Research

Selection rationale: For contributions to 
palaeoclimatology, particularly in identify
ing the glacial  interglacial climatic cycles 
and identifying the role of carbon dioxide as well as changes in the 
Earth’s orbit in causing them; this aids us in better predicting future 
climate change

Dr. Gordon Hisashi Sato 
(USA)
Director Emeritus, 
W. Alton Jones Cell Science Center. Inc.
Chairman of the Board, 
A&G Pharmaceutical, Inc.
President, Manzanar Project Corporation

Selection rationale: For developing a new 
mangrove planting technology in Eritrea 
and through its utilization thus showing the possibility of building a 
sustainable local community in the poorest area of the world

2005

Dr. Akira Miyawaki
(Japan)
Director, Japanese Center for International 
Studies in Ecology (JISE)
Emeritus Professor, Yokohama National 
University

Selection rationale: For establishing a 
theory to restore and to reconstruct forests 
based on the concept of “Potential natural 
vegetation” and by implementing the theory succeeded in recon
structing disasterpreventing environmentconserving forests and 
tropical forests, contributed in restoring the green on earth

Dr. Emil Salim
(Indonesia)
Professor, Faculty of Economics and 
Post Graduate Course, University of 
Indonesia
Former Minister of Population and 
Environment, Republic of Indonesia

Selection rationale: For contributing in 
establishing the concept of sustainable 
development and furthering global environmental policies through 
various United Nations’ committees especially as the chairman of 
the Preparatory Committee for the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development

2006

Professor Joseph L. Sax
(USA) [1936-2014]
Professor Emeritus, University of 
California, Berkeley

Selection rationale: For drafting the 
world’s first modern environmental law 
based on public trust doctrine supporting 
citizen action for protection of the environ
ment, and for his pioneering contributions 
in development of the theory of environmental protection law and in 
establishing environmental laws internationally

Dr. Amory B. Lovins
(USA)
Chairman and Chief Scientist,
Rocky Mountain Institute

Selection rationale: For his contributions 
to leading global energy strategy for protec
tion of the global environment by efficient 
utilization of energy through his advocacy 
of the concept of the “soft energy path” and 
invention of the Hypercar

2007
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Dr. Claude Lorius
(France)
Director Emeritus of Research, CNRS
Member of the French Academy of Sciences

Selection rationale: For his contribution 
in disclosing past climate change based on 
polar ice sheet core analysis and in discov
ering the relation between climate change 
during glacial and interglacial periods and 
atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, indicating its cur
rent unprecedentedly high level and warning a consequent global 
warming

Professor José Goldemberg
(Brazil)
Professor, Institute of Electrotechnics 
and Energy, University of São Paulo
Former Rector, University of São Paulo

Selection rationale: For making major con
tributions in formulating and implementing 
many policies associated with improvements 
on energy use and conservation, in devising 
a pioneering concept of “technological leapfrogging” for the developing 
countries for their sustainable development and in exhibiting strong 
leadership in preparation for the 1992 Rio Earth Summit

2008

Professor Hirofumi Uzawa
(Japan) [1928-2014]
Member of The Japan Academy
Professor Emeritus, The University of 
Tokyo

Selection rationale: As a theoretical frame
work for confronting environmental issues 
such as global warming, he has advocated 
the concept of Social Common Capital, 
which contributed to pioneering and 
highly original achievements from a very early stage

Lord (Nicholas) Stern of Brentford
(UK)
Professor, The London School of 
Economics

2009

Selection rationale: For making major 
contributions in formulating and imple
menting many policies associated with 
improvements on energy use and conserva
tion, in devising a pioneering concept of 
“technological leapfrogging” for the developing countries for their sus
tainable development and in exhibiting strong leadership in prepara
tion for the 1992 Rio Earth Summit

Dr. James Hansen  
(USA)
Director at Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies ( NASA )
Adjunct professor in the Department 
of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
at Columbia University

Selection rationale: Having predicted 
global warming in the early stage and 
warned that it would very probably cause destructive results for 
life on Earth, he called on the governments and the public to take 
immediate action to reduce and mitigate the impact of climate 
change

Dr. Robert Watson  
(UK)
Chief Scientific Adviser of the UK 
Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
Chair of Environmental Science and 
Science Director at Tyndall Centre 
for Climate Change Research, the 
University of East Anglia

Selection rationale: Having organized the famous scientific project 
to derive scientific evidence of the depletion of the Ozone Layer, he 
eventually endorsed the Montreal Protocol. Later as Chair of IPCC, 
he played a significant role in coordinating and bridging science and 
policy for protecting the world environment

2010

Dr. Jane Lubchenco
(USA)
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
and Atmosphere
Administrator of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Selection rationale: For substantial con
tributions to the understanding of bio
diversity and marine ecology and clear 
demonstration to the world of the importance of the social responsi
bility of scientists

Barefoot College 
(Founded in India)
Selection rationale: For having 
supported rural villagers in under
developed nations and created a 
model for autonomous regional 
social  development through unique 
educational programs that empha
size traditional ideas and selfrespect

2011
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Professor William E. Rees
(Canada)(left)
Professor, University of British 
Columbia,
FRSC(Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada)
Dr. Mathis Wackernagel
(Switzerland)
President, Global Footprint Network
Selection rationale: Developing and advancing the Ecological Footprint, a 
comprehensive accounting system for comparing human demand on ecosystems 
to ecosystems' capacity to selfrenew. Their approach measures human carrying 
capacity and helps assess the risks of overconsumption to planetary stability

Dr. Thomas E. Lovejoy  
(USA)
Professor, Environmental Science and 
Policy, George Mason University

Selection rationale : Becoming the first 
person to clarify human caused habitat 
fragmentation damaged biodiversity and 
gave rise to environmental crisis. Since 
then, he has been influencing the world for 
environmental conservation

2012

Dr. Taroh Matsuno 
(Japan)
Principal Scientist, Research Institute 
for Global Change, Japan Agency for 
Marine-Earth Science and Technology

Selection rationale: Dr. Matsuno has made 
a major contribution to international 
awareness of global warming and climate 
change. His paper, "QuasiGeostrophic 
Motions in the Equatorial Area," which helped to explain the El 
Niño phenomenon and to elucidate climate change, is just one of 
many research accomplishments

Professor Daniel Sperling
(USA)
Professor, University of California, Davis

Selection rationale: Prof. Sperling is recog
nized internationally as a leading expert 
on transportation, technology, fuels assess
ment, and policy, with a focus on energy 
and the environment. He has devoted his 
career to mitigating climate change and 
accelerating the global transition to cleaner, more efficient transpor
tation and energy

2013

Prof. Herman Daly
(USA)
Professor Emeritus, School of Public 
Policy, University of Maryland 

Selection rationale: Prof. Daly laid 
the foundations for environmental 
economics, which supports the principle of 
sustainability by incorporating elements 
of natural resources, local communities, 
quality of life and ethics into economics

Prof. Daniel H. Janzen
(USA)
Professor, Department 
of biology, University of 
Pennsylvania

Instituto Nacional de 
Biodiversidad (INBio) 
(Founded in Costa Rica)
Selection rationale: Prof. Janzen and INBio presented role models, 
providing invaluable wisdom to both advanced and developing 
countries through activities such as sustainable development initia
tives and policy recommendations

2014

P r o f e s s o r  S i r  P a r t h a 
Dasgupta FBA FRS (UK)
Frank Ramsey Professor Emeritus of 
Economics, Faculty of Economics, 
University of Cambridge

Selection rationale: Professor Dasgupta 
unified welfare economics and environ
mental economics to reveal the equivalence 
of intergenerational equity and sustainable 
development. He also developed an ideal system of national eco
nomic accounts. His work has greatly influenced modern economic 
thought

Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs
(USA)
Director, The Earth Institute, Columbia 
University

Selection rationale: Professor Sachs has an
impressive record of helping developing 
countries overcome economic crises. He 
used his own clinical economics to further 
human equality as a scholar, practitioner, 
and senior advisor to governments and the United Nations. He 
resolved issues in the fields of governance, poverty, public health, 
education, and the environment, making a significant contribution 
to sustainable development

2015
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Mr. Pavan Sukhdev (India)
UNEP Goodwill Ambassador, 
Founding Trustee of Green Indian 
States Trust (GIST), Founder & CEO 
of GIST Advisory, Associate Fellow of 
Davenport College, Yale University

Selection rationale: The development of an 
economically reasonable and practical basis 
of measurement to promote the transition 
to a comprehensive green economy and suc
cess in revealing the crucial role to be played by businesses in preserv
ing the environment

Prof. Markus Borner 
(Switzerland )
Former Director of Frankfurt Zoological 
Society Africa Program, Honorary 
Professor of University of Glasgow, 
Adjunct Professor of The Nelson Mandela 
African Institution of Science and 
Technology, Tanzania

Selection rationale: Forty years of contri
butions on the front lines of actions to protect endangered wildlife in 
Africa and the conservation and control of ecosystems in sanctuaries, 
as well as discovering the necessity for integrated conservation in the 
entire ecosystem for species conservation

2016

Prof. Hans J. Schellnhuber
(Germany)
Founder and Director of the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research 
(PIK)

Selection rationale: Prof. Schellnhuber 
heads the Potsdam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research and helped establish a 
new field of sciences “Earth System 
Analysis” that eventually created a torrent 
of measures against global warming, resulting Paris Agreement 2015.

Prof. Gretchen C. Daily (USA)
Bing Professor of Environmental Science 
in the Department of Biology, Director 
of the Center for Conservation Biology, 
and Senior Fellow at the Stanford Woods 
Institute, at Stanford University, 
Co-Founder and Faculty Director of the 
Natural Capital Project

2017

Selection rationale: Prof. Daily has studied 
the effects of human activities on biosphere, 
and has developed new field of environmental science, “Countryside 
Biogeography,” that makes signicant contributions for the future of 
ecosystems and human wellbeing.
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Overview of the Asahi Glass Foundation

Mission
The Asahi Glass Foundation strives to contribute to the creation of a society that can transmit the genuine 
wealth of human civilization by supporting advanced research in the fields of science and technology and 
by recognizing efforts to solve environmental issues that call for global solutions.

Programs
1.  Research Grant Program
 a. Research Encouragement Grants
 b. Continuation Grants for Young Researchers
 c. Continuation Grants for Outstanding Projects
 d. Environmental Field Research
 e. Overseas Research Grants (Thailand and Indonesia)
 f. Research Grant Presentation Ceremony and Seminar on Research Findings

2.  Scholarship Program
 a. Scholarship Program for Japanese Students
 b. Scholarship Program for International Students in Japan
 c. Scholarship Program for Students affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake (New recruitment is over)

3.  Commendation Program
 a. Blue Planet Prize, an international environmental award

•	Awards	ceremony
•	Commemorative	lectures

 b. Other environment-related activities
•	Annual	survey:	“Questionnaire	on	Environmental	Problems	and	the	Survival	of	Humankind”
•	Delivering	information	about	global	environment	issues,	including	Joint	paper	by	Blue	Planet	Prize	Laureates	

and others

4.  Publications
 a. Annual Report 
 b. Related issues for Research Grant Program and Commendation Program

Financial Information
Total Net Assets as of February 28, 2018 : ¥32.2 billion
Operating expenses in Fiscal 2017 :  ¥695 million
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1933 ••  The Asahi Glass Co., Ltd., establishes the Asahi Foundation for Chemical Industry Promotion.

1934 ••   The Asahi Foundation for Chemical Industry Promotion gains recognition as a nonprofit organization and 
increases its basic endowment to ¥1 million. 
The Foundation begins extending research grants to university researchers in the field of applied chemistry. 

1961 ••   The Foundation changes its name to the Asahi Glass Foundation for Industrial Technology.

1982 ••   The Foundation begins research grants for Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.

1988 ••   The Foundation begins research grants for Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia.

1990 ••   To support the expansion of its activities, the Foundation revises its funding program and changes its name to 
the Asahi Glass Foundation. 

1992 ••   The first annual Blue Planet Prize awards ceremony is held. 
The first annual “Questionnaire on Environmental Problems and the Survival of Humankind” is conducted. 
The first seminar presenting findings from Foundation-granted research in Thailand is held at Chulalongkorn University.
The Foundation begins issuing a semiannual newsletter, af News, in Japanese and English.

1997 ••   The Foundation issues A Better Future for the Planet Earth, a publication commemorating the fifth anniversary 
of the Blue Planet Prize.

2002 ••   Publication of Toward the Future of the Blue Planet 10Year History of the Blue Planet Prize ;10th anniversary 
commemorative lectures is held.

2006 ••   The Foundation begins “Special Round Table Conference on Global Environment Problems”.

2009 ••   Publication of Our Vision: Conditions for Survival (in Japanese and English). 
The Foundation becomes a Public Interest Incorporated Foundation.

2010 ••   The Foundation begins new grant program “Environmental Research: The Kondo Grant”.
Publication of Conditions for Survival : Toward a "Solar EnergyBased Society" Full of Vibrant Life (in Japanese 
and English). 

2011 ••   Publication of Conditions for Survival (in Chinese & Korean).
Symposium Conditions for Survival held.

2012 ••   The Blue Planet Prize laureates jointly presented a paper titled Environment and Development Challenges:The 
Imperative to Act.

  Publication of Conditions for Survival (in Arabic).
The Foundation starts research grant program for King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi, Thailand.

2014 ••   Publication of Environment and Development Challenges:The Imperative to Act.

2017 ••   +25 years commemorative conference of the establishment of The Blue Planet Prize held.

2018 ••   The Foundation begins the scholarship program due to the merger with the Asahi Glass Scholarship Foundation.

History
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Directors and Councillors (As of July 1, 2018)

Directors
Chairman

Kazuhiko Ishimura Director Chairman, AGC Inc..
Senior Executive Director

Hiroyuki Watanabe Former Executive Officer, General Manager of New Product R&D Center,
 Technology General Division, Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.

Trustees

Yoshiki Chujo  Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University 
Yoshihiro Hayashi  President/Director General, National Museum of Nature and Science; 
 Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Kimihiko Hirao RIKEN Advisor, RIKEN Center for Computational Science; 
 Former Executive Vice President, The University of Tokyo
Tisato Kajiyama Chairman, Board of Trustees, and President Fukuoka Women's University; 
 Professor Emeritus, former President, Kyushu University
Yukiharu Kodama President, The Mechanical Social Systems Foundation; 
 Former Administrative Vice-minister of International Trade and Industry

Takamitsu Kumasaka Chairman & CEO, THE SANKEI SHIMBUN

Keisuke Kurita Former President, Seikei University
Masayoshi Mishina Visiting Professor, Ritsumeikan University; Professor Emeritus, The University  of Tokyo
Akio Morishima Director General, Japan Environment Association; Professor Emeritus, Nagoya University
Norihiro Nakai Professor, Tokyo Institute of Technology
Ryoji Noyori Director-General, Center for Research and Development Strategy, Japan Science and Technology Agency
Ayumi Onuma Professor, Keio University
Takuya Shimamura Representative Director, President & CEO, AGC Inc..
Katsuhiko Shirai Honorary Advisor, Waseda University
Seigo Tarucha Professor, The University of Tokyo
Hiroshi Yoshikawa Professor, Rissho University; Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Hiroyuki Yoshikawa Special Counselor to the President, Japan Science and Technology Agency; 
 Member of Japan Academy; Former President, Science Council of Japan; 
 Former President, The University of Tokyo

Auditors

Katsunori Nagayasu Senior Advisor, MUFG Bank, Ltd. 
Takashi Terashima Former Corporate Auditor, Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.
Tatsuo Wakabayashi Chairman, Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation

Councillors
Masuo Aizawa Professor Emeritus, former President, Tokyo Institute of Technology
Yohichi Gohshi  Former President, National Institute for Environmental Studies ;
 Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Yoshinori Hirai Representative Director, Executive Vice President & CTO, AGC Inc..
Kenichi Iga Professor Emeritus, former President, Tokyo Institute of Technology
Michiko Imai Director, Le Verseau Inc.
Ryozo Kato Former Ambassador to the United States of America
Hiroshi Komiyama Chairman, Mitsubishi Research Institute, Inc.; 
 Former President, The University of Tokyo
Minoru Makihara Senior Corporate Advisor, former Chairman, Mitsubishi Corporation
Kenji Matsuo Senior Advisor, Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Company
Shinji Miyaji Representative Director, Executive Vice President & CFO, AGC Inc..
Mamoru Mohri Chief Executive Director, Astronaut, National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation

Keiko Nakamura Director General, JT Biohistory Research Hall

Shigeo Nishimura Professor Emeritus, Kyushu University
Hitoshi Osaki Special Advisor to the President, National Institutes for the Humanities; Former Commissioner 
 for Cultural Affairs
Niro Shimada Former Chief Justice, the Supreme Court of Japan
Kazuo Tsukuda Senior Executive Advisor, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.
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Memo


